
FLOW FESTIVAL
IN THE MEDIA 2016
Having set a high standard last year, Flow was better, more memorable, and even more unique in 2016. 
Whether it’s the opportunity to see a unique lineup, experience strange art performances alongside 
recognizable international stars, or discover Finnish artists playing their home country, Flow is securing 
its position as one of the coolest festivals you might not know about. It deserves to only get bigger still.

Flow is proof that festivals needn’t be a slog. At 25,000 capacity per day, it’s significantly smaller than 
many of its European equivalents, but you get a sense that every single element of the event has been 
pored over with the happiness of attendees in mind. In addition to a superb bill, spread across eight 
different venues that all boast excellent sound, it offers a host of creative food and drink options, a cin-
ema, a talks programme, and a centrally-located site, serviced by a range of readily available transport 
provisions. 

It is cutting edge in a lot of ways, from the sustainable energy ethos and entire strip of delicious vegan 
food stalls to the looming post-industrial beauty of the site: as you enter, you’re confronted with giant 
chimneys and spherical structures that gleam in the silver Nordic light.” “Most important, though, is the 
line-up, and it would be hard to find a better-curated mix of envelope-pushing pop, futurist techno-soul, 
ambient immersion and defiantly diverse music from all over the world.

Held in an old power plant near central Helsinki, Finland, Flow Festival has boasted some of Europe’s best 
line-ups since its inception in 2004. This year was no different. Main Stage headliners FKA Twigs, Sia and 
Massive Attack were joined by Iggy Pop, Last Shadow Puppets, Stormzy and plenty more.

Ever since the beginning of summer this week it is clear: nothing will stand in the way of the festival 
season - and certainly not in the way of Flow Festival in Helsinki with the best lineup ever. 

- Ryan Leas, Consequence of Sound (US)

- Gemma Samways, Loud and Quiet (UK)

- Gwyn Thomas De Chroustchoff, Crack Magazine (UK)
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  Having set a high standard last year, Flow was bet-
ter, more memorable, and even more unique in 2016. 
Whether it’s the opportunity to see a unique lineup, 
experience strange art performances alongside recog-
nizable international stars, or discover Finnish artists 
playing their home country, Flow is securing its posi-
tion as one of the coolest festivals you might not know 
about. It deserves to only get bigger still.

RYAN LEAS, 
CONSEQUENCE OF 
SOUND (US)
15.8.2016





  Held in an old power plant near central Helsinki, Fin-
land, Flow Festival has boasted some of Europe’s best 
line-ups since its inception in 2004. This year was no 
different. Main Stage headliners FKA Twigs, Sia and 
Massive Attack were joined by Iggy Pop, Last Shadow 
Puppets, Stormzy and plenty more.

NME (UK) 

17.8.2016



  Now in its 13th year, Flow provides an annual lesson 
in how to programme a festival. Staged at a disused 
power station in the centre of Helsinki, for three days 
the site becomes home to specially-commissioned art 
installations, an array of gastronomic delights, and 
some of the most fascinating musical scheduling any-
where in the world.

GEMMA SAMWAYS, 
LOUD AND QUIET (UK)



  Ever since the beginning of summer this week it is 
clear: nothing will stand in the way of the festival sea-
son - and certainly not in the way of Flow Festival in 
Helsinki with the best lineup ever.

I-D / VICE (DE)
11.7.2016



  It is cutting edge in a lot of ways, from the sustainable 
energy ethos and entire strip of delicious vegan food stalls to 
the looming post-industrial beauty of the site: as you enter, 
you’re confronted with giant chimneys and spherical struc-
tures that gleam in the silver Nordic light. It’s a far cry from 
Winchester Bowl. Most important, though, is the line-up, 
and it would be hard to find a better-curated mix of enve-
lope-pushing pop, futurist techno-soul, ambient immersion 
and defiantly diverse music from all over the world.

  Epic music, and an epic end to a festival that is at the 
razor’s edge of worldwide music and culture.

GWYN THOMAS DE 
CHROUSTCHOFF,
CRACK MAGAZINE (UK) 

25.8.2016



  Finnish hipsters bring colour to an industrial power 
plant at this reliably great festival, where the capital’s 
best restaurateurs compete to whip up some of the most 
divine organic food it is possible to produce in a van.

NATALIE PARIS,
DAILY TELEGRAPH (UK)
15.8.2016



  Flow feels like a place of harmony even if most of 
the music here is energetic, and it suggests how a 
cross-genre mix of arts and culture can suddenly lift 
the mood of a city.

WIF STENGER, 
MONOCLE RADIO (UK) 



  The excitingly intimate 360° stage in the midst of 
all the hustle and bustle is a shining example for the 
Finns’ care for detail, Flow’s street food has little to do 
with the term ‘fast food’ and gives the hip finger food 
connoisseurs goosebumps.

WOLFGANG FROMBERG, 
INTRO MAGAZINE (DE)
7-8/2016 

verstärker press clipping

magazine / issue: Intro                    07-08/16

title: Flow Festival 2016



  Helsinki combines Western and Eastern culture, the 
Finnish love pop culture and design, are progressive and 
traditional. The best conditions for a modern festival
- and all that reflects in every detail of this great event.

FESTIVALGUIDE 
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